



                                      NORTH NORTHUMBERLAND                          page 1
VILLAGE HALLS CONSORTIUM

Minutes of Ordinary Meeting held at Breamish Memorial hall, Powburn 
Wednesday 8 July 2026 7.00pm for 7.30pm  
Present: May Wilson & Noreen Birnie - Breamish hall, George Courtice - Middleton Vill Hall, John Grey, Shelagh Coxon & Debbie Lockwood - Creighton Mem hall, Embleton, Janice Henderson, Siobhan Sheehy & Joan Blakey - Netherton War Mem Inst, Helen Vineer & Anne Ross  - Ulgham WI, Susie Perrins & Jac Priestley-Jayes - Beadnell WI,  M Brown and Lynne Pringle - Glendale Hall, Maureen Blakey - Whittingham Mem institute, Liz Spence - St James Church Centre Alnwick, Judy and Mike Carr - Thropton Vill Hall, Helen Chamberlain - Craster Mem hall, Malcolm Angus - Eglingham Village hall, Graeme Wyld & Christine Kelly - Ingram Vill hall, Barbara Anderton & Peter Pacepavicius - Netherwitton Vill hall, Jean Humphries – Lesbury Vill Hall, Andy Sargent, Eleanor Phillips,  Janet Young - Norham Village Hall, Eileen Clark - Horncliffe Mem Hall 
Apologies were received from: Sally Wilson - Hindmarsh hall, Alnmouth, Jack Hasson, Peter Burnham - Warkworth War Mem Hall, Julie Famelton - Wingates Village Institute, Sue Jackson - South Charlton Village hall, Gustav Mcleod - Ellingham

Attending: Marc Johnson & Tracey Morgan - Community Action Northumberland
	1. Welcome & apologies

Peter Burnham had sent his apologies and George Courtice proposed that John Grey should chair the meeting . Seconded by May Wilson. This was agreed and John Grey welcomed everyone present and thanked all those involved at Breamish hall for hosting the meeting and asked for any further apologies. These are listed above. 


	2. Minutes of the last meeting 

The minutes of the ordinary meeting held on June 19 2025 at Whittingham Mem hall were agreed as an accurate record and no matters from them were raised.   
   

	3. Current Issues

Copyright Fees The Secretary, George Courtice, ran through the basics of copyright fees. Music: main collection agencies were PPL/PRS  Phonographic Performance Ltd and the Performing Rights Society. Between them they ensure that all those people behind the music (live or recorded) – the composers, arrangers, writers, musicians, singers etc. receive their payments and that means we can legally play music from most sources including TV and radio. This is often done by community buildings paying a joint PPL/PRS Music Licence. This year it cost £170 incl VAT. This rises with inflation annually. Most of our members are subject to this minimum payment as their calculated income falls below the level above which they are expected to pay 1% of their income.  This calculated income excludes grants, donations and a few other income streams. Under this arrangement small halls are paying disproportionately more than larger venues but over the last 20 years annual increases have, at any rate, been gradual. 
So it was a great surprise when we discovered that copyright fees for showing films in halls 
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